


MISSION BRIEF 

Captain Tanvers, as I know you are aware, the Solarian League and, in particu-

lar, the Grand Alliance's and Star Empire's diplomatic relations with the 

League, are in what might charitably be described as acute disorder. This is no 

doubt inevitable during the concluding phases of any interstellar war, but the 

nature of this conflict, and the way in hostilities came to a close, have un-

doubtedly made the situation much worse in this case than it might otherwise 

have been. 

The Solarian League's hubris was, perhaps, inevitable, given its status as the 

largest, oldest, wealthiest, most populous, and arguably most technologically 

advanced of all human polities. It is understandable that the League's many cen-

turies of governance and the indisputable grandeur of many of its achievements 

led it to perceive itself as the touchstone to which all of humanity aspired. 

Yet as we in the Star Empire are only too well aware, some ugly flaws lurked be-

hind that façade. I need not go into the manifold abuses committed by Solarian 

transstellars with the active support of Frontier Fleet and the Solarian Gendar-

merie. I think it sufficient to say that the deep resentment and visceral hatred 

for the League in the Fringe is just as understandable as — and, frankly, far 

more justifiable than — the League's hubris. 

For the Grand Alliance's part, in addition to long-standing resentment of So-

larian policies and arrogance, our star systems have suffered literally millions 

of civilian deaths as a consequence of the recent hostilities. The hatred that 

has generated is, as I know from personal experience, deep, bitter, and unfor-

giving. This is a hatred I fully understand and which, I do not doubt, some — 

possibly many — of the personnel assigned to your mission share. I do not fault 

any of your people who may feel that way, because that emotion is a consequence 

of being human. Yet I caution you, in the strongest possible terms, that permit-

ting yourself or any of your mission's personnel to be ruled by that hatred, ra-

ther than their ruling it, will certainly prove . . . unhelpful and may well 

prove disastrous at a time when neither the Star Empire nor the galaxy at large 

can bear yet another disaster. 

As the commanding officer of Grand Fleet, and the spokeswoman and face of the 

Grand Alliance's terms to the Solarian League, I am undoubtedly the most hated 

woman in the entire League at this time. That, too, is an inevitable human reac-

tion, but it means that it is imperative that I step back from the diplomatic 

process at this time. I will remain CO of Grand Fleet, and Grand Fleet will re-

main in the Sol System, at least until the Solarian League has formally ratified 

a treaty of peace and begun implementing the measures required of it under the 
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terms of the current cease-fire. Undoubtedly, a great deal of resentment and an-

ger will remain directed at me during that process. It is the function of the 

diplomatic personnel assigned to your mission to separate themselves, to the 

greatest possible degree, from me and from Grand Fleet while serving as Her Maj-

esty's direct representatives. They must carve out a relationship with their So-

larian counterparts within the "bubble" provided by Grand Fleet's presence. We 

in the Allied navies will remain the iron fist; the diplomats assigned to your 

mission must become the silk glove about it. 

It is also vital that you and your entire mission recall that the Solarian 

League and the "Mandarins" are not the Star Empire or the Republic of Haven's 

true enemy. They bear full guilt and responsibility for their own actions, yet 

the truth is that they have been dupes, catspaws, and weapons of our true enemy. 

The League may have been forced to surrender, but that true enemy remains unde-

feated. Indeed, it remains un-located. We have, literally, no idea of the star 

system to which the Mesan Alignment's leadership cadre has withdrawn, but given 

its demonstrated reach and capabilities, we must assume that it is and will re-

main a formidable threat for the foreseeable future. 

We are positive that the Alignment had deeply infiltrated the Solarian League, 

many of the Solarian transstellars, and the upper echelons of the League's mili-

tary and diplomatic services long before the recent war. I have been informed 

that Admiral Kingsford, the Solarian League Navy's commanding officer, is in the 

process of rooting out Mesan operatives within the SLN, but he has neither the 

treecat support nor the familiarity with the Alignment which we possess to as-

sist him in that task. Further, we have no way of knowing at this point how far 

a similar process may have gone — or, for that matter, if a similar process has 

even begun — in the Solarian diplomatic corps and government in general, and it 

is inevitable that agents in the "private-sector" will remain undiscovered and 

in a position to wield considerable power and influence. You and your personnel 

must, therefore, be alert to the fact that both covert and overt opposition to 

your mission may well be offered by those deeply encysted Mesan operatives. Dif-

ficult as I realize this will be, your personnel must simultaneously remember 

that Solarian resentment and passive or even active resistance is both inevita-

ble and understandable while examining that resentment and resistance carefully 

for possible indications of Mesan influence. 

At the moment, the majority of the Solarian League does not believe in or ac-

cept the Alignment's existence, which will undoubtedly further complicate your 

already complicated assignment. The Star Empire's position is that we will in-

sist —as politely and diplomatically as circumstance allows, but firmly — that 

the Alignment does, indeed, exist and that it was the Alignment's manipulation 
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of the "Mandarins" which led to so many million dead Grand Alliance civilians 

and Solarian military personnel. Some of the Solarians with whom your personnel 

will be constrained to interact will not only reject the Alignment's reality but 

insist that the Grand Alliance, and the Star Empire, in particular, fabricated 

its existence as an excuse and cover for our own imperialistic ambitions. You 

are instructed to refuse, pointblank, to continue negotiations or interactions 

of any sort with any Solarian who interjects that view into official transac-

tions, correspondence, or diplomatic exchanges until and unless it is officially 

retracted. This will undoubtedly complicate your mission still further, but Her 

Majesty's Government cannot — and will not — give ground upon this point. It is 

not acceptable, it is not negotiable, and it is not to be tolerated by your per-

sonnel. 

You will undoubtedly receive additional instructions from the Office of Naval 

Intelligence and from the Foreign Service. And I have no doubt that those addi-

tional instructions will complicate your life still further. That, regrettably, 

is unavoidable at this time. 

A great many of us have had to make hard and costly decisions over the past 

several months, Captain. We have paid a bitter price in blood and destruction, 

both as individuals and as the Star Kingdom as a whole. It is only natural to 

want restitution, to demand repayment — or at least vengeance upon those who in-

flicted that destruction. Those who enabled that bloodshed. It is up to you to 

resist that demand. To remember that in years to come, the Solarian League and 

the Star Kingdom and the entire Grand Alliance must once again become neighbors. 

That what you and your people accomplish over the next few months will determine 

whether the resumption of normal, peaceful relations will be possible or impos-

sible, and how long or brief the period between today and that hoped-for future 

restoration will be. 

The responsibility upon your shoulders is no less weighty than the responsi-

bility of any of the Empress's officers who have commanded individual ships or 

led squadrons, task forces, and even entire fleets into battle in the Star Em-

pire's name. All of those other officers' sacrifices and accomplishments, the 

sacrifices and deaths of all the personnel under their command, come down to 

this day, on this planet, when you and your personnel will stand in Her Majes-

ty's place to bring about the peace for which so many of our people have died. 

I know that all of you are aware of that. I know that you will do your utmost 

in that endeavor. And I am confident that, however difficult the task, however 

arduous the challenge, you will need it in a way which upholds the honor of the 

Queen. 
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